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SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - IRAN'S  RELATIONS  WITH 
U.S.  AND  RUSSIA 


LEAD  STORIES:  Most  Wednesday  morning  papers  gave  top 
play  to  the  rearrest  of  former  Vice  Defense  Minister 
Moriya  on  charges  of  accepting  additional  bribes  from  a 
former  managing  director  of  a defense  hardware  trading 
company . 

f.1 . "U.S.  Approach  to  Iran  Facing  Impasse"  The  top- 
circulation,  moderate  Yomiuri 1 s Washington 
correspondent  reported  (12/19):  "President  Bush 
expressed  support  on  Monday  for  the  Russian  provision 
of  nuclear  fuel  to  an  Iranian  nuclear  power  plant  at 
Bushehr  by  saying  that  Tehran  no  longer  needs  to  learn 
how  to  enrich  uranium.  However,  given  that  the  U.S. 
initially  opposed  the  construction  of  the  plant  because 
of  concerns  about  the  facility  potentially  being  used 
for  developing  nuclear  weapons,  the  president's 
endorsement  of  the  fuel  transfer  was  an  agonizing 
decision.  Furthermore,  chances  are  slim  that  the 
Iranian  government  will  halt  its  uranium  enrichment 
program  in  exchange  for  receiving  Russian  fuel.  Concern 
is  mounting  in  the  U.S.  that  the  Bush  administration's 
Iran  policy  has  hit  a snag." 

1.2 . "Russia  Focusing  on  Nuclear  Deals"  A Moscow-based 
reporter  for  the  liberal  Asahi  wrote  (12/19):  "Russia 
has  begun  the  shipment  of  nuclear  fuel  to  the  Bushehr 
nuclear  power  plant  in  Iran  in  the  face  of  U.S. 
concern.  Moscow  appears  to  be  interested  in  making  this 
a test-case  for  the  nuclear-fuel  business  it  hopes  to 
create  and  expand.  Iran  is  continuing  uranium 
enrichment  while  ignoring  UN  Security  Council 


resolutions.  Moscow  appears  to  be  going  ahead  with  the 
provision  on  the  grounds  that  its  cooperation  on  this 
front  will  help  deter  Tehran's  nuclear  development." 
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